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Online Discussion 

  

 

 

The US midterm elections and the implications  
for Europe – All change and no change? 

 

 

 

 

 

On 8 November, two years after Joe Biden was elected President of the 

United States, Americans will cast their ballots in contentious midterm 

elections. Ultimately, the vote will decide the composition of a US 

Congress currently controlled by a narrow Democrat majority. A 

Republican controlled House and/or Senate, should either chamber 

switch hands, will impede the passing of key legislation proposed by the 

Biden administration. While Democrats have been trying to rally their 

base around the issues of abortion, climate change and former 

President Trump, the Republicans are focusing on more “bread and 

butter” topics such as the rising cost of living, illegal immigration and 

crime. 

 

Will the Republicans take control of one, or both chambers in the US 

Congress? Or, will President Biden and the Democrats manage to retain 

their majorities? What will the implications be for transatlantic relations 

in a time of conflict in Ukraine and wider geopolitical instability?           
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

14:00 Discussion 

Mark Strand, President of the Congressional Institute; former Chief of Staff 

to Senator Jim Talent (R-MO); and Reps. Bill Lowery (R-CA) and Stan Parris 

(R-VA) 

Roberta Haar, Professor of Foreign Policy Analysis and Transatlantic 

Relations, Research Director, University College Maastricht 

Moderated by: 

 Eoin Drea, Senior Research Officer, Martens Centre 

15:00  End of discussion 
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